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Heſe ſhort Queſtions and Anſwers are 
thought moſt proper for Young and 

the more ignorant People, as being eaſier 
underſtood by them, and eaſier retained, than 
thoſe Controverſies that contain a full and 


cloſe Argumentation. They were formerly 


Printed both in Engliſp and in French, and 
diſperſed abroad with good Succeſs ; and 
there is no doubt but they might become 
uſeful in the Charzty-Schools of this King- 
dom, if they fall into the Hands of thoſe 
Perſons who love to ſee the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion flouriſh and extend it ſelf, 
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[QUESTIONS 


AND 


| ANSWERS 


Concerning the 


Two RELIGIONS, 
(VIZ, 


: That of the Church of England, and 
That of the Church of Rome, 


Queſtion I, 


FU ERE IN doth the Church of Eng- 
land differ from the Church of Rome? ? 


5 Anſwer. The Church of England keeps cloſe 
to the Holy Scriptures of the 01 and New Teſta- 
ment (which on both Sides are owned to be of 
Divine Auithority) and to the three antient 
Creeds, as being conformable to Scripture 
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whereas the Church of Rome has added ſeveral 
New Articles of Faith to theſe Creeds. 


Queſt. II. When did the Church of Rome add 
theſe new Articles of Faith? 


Anſw. Moſt of them were added i in the Coun- 
cil of Trent, and particularly in the New Con- 


feſſion of Faith compiled and publiſhed by Pope 


Pius the XIth, about 170 Years ago. 


Queſt. III. Why doth the Church of England 
not receive theſe New Articles of Faith ? 


Anſw. It is a ſufficient Raf for our not re- 
ceiving theſe Articles of Faith, which the Church 
of Rome preſcribes; 1 . Becauſe God does not 
expreſsly require any uch Thing from us; but 
beſides this general Reaſon, we have others that 
are more particular, viz. 

2. Becauſe theſe Articles are no where to be 
found in Scripture. 

3. Becauſe _ of them are even contrary to 
the Word of Go R 

4. Becauſe no Church in the World has Pow- 
er ro add new Articles of Faith to Chriſt's Re- 
ligion, 


Queſt. IV. Which are theſe New Articles of 
Faith, the Church of Rome hath added to the © 
antient Crecds ? 


I. That 


il 


yo. 
at 


„ 
1. That the Apoſtolical and Eccleſiaſtical Tra- 
ditions, i. e. of their Church, are molt firmly to 
be admitted and embraced, i. e. as they explain 
it, with Divine Faith, and with the ſame Affec- 
tion of Piety, that is due to the Holy Scriptures. 

2. That there are truly and properly ſeven 
Sacraments of the New Covenant inſtituted by 
Feſus Chriſt, and Was to the Salvation of 
Mankind, though not all of them neceſſary to 
every Man, viz. Baptiſm, Confirmation, the Eu- 
chariſt, Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders, and 
Matrimony, 

3. That all and every thing which was defin- 
ed and declared about Juſtification by the Coun- 
cil of Trent, ought to be embraced and received, 

4. That in the Maſs is offered to God a 
true, proper and propitiatory Sacrifice for the 
Quick and Dead. 

7. That in the moſt Holy Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, there is truly, really and ſubſtantially 
the Body and Blood, together with the Soul and 
Divinity, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that there 
is a Converſion made of the whole Subſtance of 
Bread into his Body, and of the whole Subſtance 
of Wine into his Blood, which Converſion that 
Church calls, Tranſubtantiation. 

6. That the whole Chriſt, and a perfect Sa- 
crament is received under either of the two Spe- 
cies ; ſo that Laymen are juſily denied the Cup in 
abe Sacrament. 

7, That there is a Purgatory, and that the 
Souls detained in its Fire, are helped by the Suf- 
frages of the Faithful, | 

FR. 8. That 


Tis) 
8. That a Religious Worſhip is to be paid 


to the Saints who reign together with Chr 
and that they are to be invocated. 


9. That the Relicks of the Saints are to be 


venerated. 

10. That the Images of Chriſt and the Bleed 
Virgin, as allo of other Saints are to be preſer- 
ved, and that due Honour and Veneration be gi- 
yen to them, 

11. That the Power of diſtributing Indulgen- 
ces was left by Chriſt to his Church, and that, 
their Uſe is moſt wholeſome to che Chriſtian 
People. 

12. That the Church of Rome is the Holy, Ca- 
tholick and Apoſtolick Church, the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all other Churches. 


Queſt. V. V muſt not the Traditions which 
the Church of Rome boaſts of, be reteived with 
Divine Faith, nor with the ſame pious Afﬀettion 
that is due to "the Holy Scriptures + 2 | 


Anſw, This were to make them as neceſſa 
as the Scripture : And to make the Traditions 
as neceſſary as the Scripture, is to accuſe the writ- 
ten Word of God of Imperfection, as if all things 
neceſſary to Salvation, were not contained i in it, 
which is contrary to what we read, P/al. xix. 7, 
The Law of the Lord is per fett, &c. and 2 Tim, 
11, 15, 16, 17. And that from. a Child thou haft 
known the Holy Scriptures which are able to make 
thee wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith which is in 
Chrift Feſus. All Scripture is given by Inſpira- 
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tion of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for 
Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righ- 
teouſneſs; that rhe Man of God may be perfect 
throughly furniſhed with all good Works. 

| 2. That moſt Part of the Traditions of the 
Church of Rome are ſo far from being Apoſtoli- 
cal, that they are either falſe, or at the beſt, un- 
certain. | 

3. Moſt of them cannot be Apoſtolical, be- 
cauſe they were not received in all Ages, by all 
Churches, and in all Places, which is the true 
Character of Apoſtolical Traditions. 

4. Why ſhould their Traditions be reccived, 
ſome of which are fo very uncertain, when they 
themſelves reject Traditions which are much more 
certain, as that of giving the Sacrament to In- 
fants, and other ſuch Traditions. 

7. They urge their Traditions to a very bad 
Purpoſe, which is, to make That an Article of 
Faith by Tradition, which cannot be proved to 
be ſo, by the written Word of God. 

6. If Traditions that have no Foundation in 
Scripture, are to be received with Divine Faith, 
then our Faith muſt be built upon the Teſtimo- 
ny of the preſent Church of Rome alone, with- 
out any juſt Foundation in Scripture or Antiqui- 
ty, and without the Concurrence of other 

hurches, which is abſurd. 


Queſt. VI. Vy do you not believe that there 
are truly and properly Seven Sacraments of the 
New Covenant? 


 Anſw. 1. The 


SF? 
+ Anſw.. 1. The Holy Ghoſt has no where in 
Scripture declared ſuch a Number. 

2. This preciſe Number of Seven Sacraments 
was not heard of in the Chriſtian Church, till 
twelve hundred Years after Chriſt, and therefore 
tis an Innovation. 

3. The Council of Trent was the Firſt, which 
made this Number of Seven Sacraments an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, and in doing ſo, they uſurp'd and 
attributed ro themſelves a Divine Authority. 

4. Taking the Word Sacrament in its true and 
proper Senſe, there are only two Sacraments in- 
{tirured in the New -Teflamert, viz. Baptiſm and 
the Supper of the Lord; and theſe two anſwer 
the two Sacraments of the Old Teſtament, viz, 
Circumciſion and the Paſſover. 


Queſt. VII. Fby do you not embrace all that 
the Council of Trent hath defined about Juſtification ? 


Anſw. Becauſe the Council of Trent aſſerts, 
that the good Works of a juſtified Perſon, do truly 
merit Increaſe of Grace, and Eternal Life, which 
cannot be true. 


1. Becauſe St. Paul not only tells us, of our 


being juſtiſied freely by God's Grace, through the 


Redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt (Rom. iii. 24) 


ut that we are alſo waſhed and ſanfificd— by the 
© Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. vi. 11. nay, that we are 


ſaved and glorified by Grace, and that not of our 
ſelves, but that it is the Gift of God. Ephel. ii. 8. 
and if fo, we can aſcribe nothing to our own 
Merit? 2. All 
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2, All the good Works of a juſtified Perſon 
are of a finite Nature, and how can they merit 
a Glory, which is Infinite? In caſe of Meric 
there muſt be a Proportion betwixt the Work 
and the Reward. 

z. The Sufferings of this preſent time, even the 
greateſt Perſecutions, are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the Glory that ſhall be revealed in us, 
Rom- viii. 18, And if thele are not meritorious, 
how then ſhall Works of a leſs Value merit e- 
ternal Life? : 

4. Whatever is truly meritorious muſt have no 
Flaws, no Defects, no Imperfections mingled 
with it; but even the beſt Works of juſtified 
Perſons have ſome Defects and ImperfeCtions, and 
therefore they cannot merit. 

7. Tho' God promiſes Eternal Life to our 
good Works, yet that only declares his great 
Goodneſs, not what is due in ſtrict Juſtice ro 
our good Works, and conſequently his Promiſe 
doth not make our good Works truly meritorious{: 


Queſt. VIII. V do you not admit of the Sa- 
crifice of the Maſs ? 


Anſw, 1. Becauſe if it be a true, propitiatory 
Sacrifice, and they offer it daily, Chriſt mult be 
killed every Day, which is directly contrary to 
what we read in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ch. 
ix. v. 25, 26, 27, 28. nor yet that He (CHRIST) 
ſhould offer himſelf OFTEN, as the High Prieſt 
entereth into the Holy Place, every Year, with the 
Blood of others For then muſt he often ay 
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fered fince the Foundation of the World, but now 
ONCE in the End of the World hath he appear- 
ed to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of HimPelf. 
And as it is appointed unto Men ONCE to die, 
but after this the Judgment, ſo Chriſt was ONCE 
offered to bear the Sins of many, and unto them 
that look for him ſhall he appear the SECOND 
TIME, without Sin, unto Salvation. Beſides tis 
ſomething ſhocking to a Chriſtian Ear, to hear 
that Jeſus Chriſt is put to Death every Day by 
Numbers of Prieſts. | 

2. Tho' the Lord's Supper was called a Sacri- 
fice in the antient Church, yet they meant no 
more by it, than that in Regard to the whole 
Ceremony, it is the Commemoration or the Re- 
preſentation of Chriſt's Sacrifice, and a Sacrifice of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, but properly ſpeaking, 
no true and propitiatory Sacrifice, 

3. The Words, Do this in Remembrance of ma, 
whereby they would fain eſtabliſh this pretended 
propitiatory Saciitice, do prove juſt the contrary. 

4, It is pretended that the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs is available to the Dead, and to the Souls 
that are in Purgatory, whereof there is not one 
ſingle Word in the New Teſtament. 

7. The Sacrifice of the Maſs is a great Diſhonour 


to our Bleſſed Lord, if we conſider the Deſign, the 


Practice and the Pretences of it; for all theſe 

things render his Sacrifice imperfect. 

6. There are often Maſſes celebrated to the 

Honour of the Saints, and to worſe Purpoſes; 

which is unlawful, ſince the Sacrifice ought to 

be offered to the Honour of none but God. 
| Queſt. IX. hy 
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' Queſt. IX. Fhy do you not believe that there 
is a Tranſubſtantiation in the Lord's Supper? 


 Anſw, 1. All our Senſes contradict ſuch a Con- 
verſion of the Bread into the natural Body of 
Chriſt, for we can ſee, and feel, and taſte, and 
ſmell, that the Bread and Wine, after the Con- 
ſecration, are Bread and Wine ſtill ; and if we 
reje&t the "Teſtimony of our Senſes, we do there- 
by ſhake the very Foundation of the Chriſtian 
Religion, ſince it was eſtabliſhed by ſuch Mira- 
cles whereof the Senſes have been the only Judges, 

2. Ir is againſt Reaſon that the natural Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, ſhould be in a thouſand Pla- 
ces at once, as it muſt needs be, if in every Place 
where the Elements are conſecrated, ſuch a Con- 
verſion of Subſtance be made. 

3. It is alſo againſt Scripture; for tho' our 
Bleſſed Savioug calls the Bread his Body, and the 
Cup his Blood, yer St. Paul, who belt underſtood 
his Meaning, calls it three Times, and immedi- 
ately afterſthe Conſecration, BREAD and CUP. 
For, fays he, 1 Cor, xi. 26, 27, 28. as often as ye 
eat this BREAD, and drin this CUP, ye do 
ſhew forth the Lord's Death till he come. Where- 
fore whoſoever ſhall eat this BREAD and drink 
this CUP of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of 
the Body and Blood of the Lord; but let a Man 
examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that BREAD 
and drink of that CUP. 

4. It is likewiſe againſt the Nature of a Sacra- 
ment, which is an outward viſible Sign, of ſome- 

| thing 


thing ſpiritual, but Tranſubſtantiation entirely de- 
ſtroys the Sign, and conſequently the Sacrament, 

5. ChriſPs Words: This is my Body, whereby 
they pretend to prove Tranſubſtantiation, do not 
naturally imply ſuch a Change, even by the Con- 
feſſion of ſeveral learned Papiſts themſelves. 

6. If there be ſuch a Tranſubſtantiation here 
on Earth, Chriſt's Body cannot, at ſuch Times 
when the Change is made, be in Heaven, which 
contradicts our Belief: That Chriſt is to continue 
in Heaven, where he aſcended, until the Reſtitution 
of all Things, that is, till the Day of Judgment. 

7. The Papiſis themſelves cannot be ſure of 
ſuch a Change, becauſe they make it dependent 
upon the Intention of the Prieſt, 

8. The Abſurdities that flow from this Doc- 
trine are great and many: For it would follow, 
that Chriſi, who adminiſtred this Sacrament did 
cat himſelf; that the Diſciples did eat their Ma- 
ſter; that Chriſt's natural Body ma be locked up 
in a Box for half a Year together and longer, &c. 

9. Tranſubſtantiation is againſt the Doctrine of 
the Primitive Church, which called the Eucha- 
riſtical Bread the Figure of Chriſt's Body. 

10. This Doctrine is a mere Novelty, for it 
was but a diſputable Point even in the Church 
of Rome, in the Ninth and Tenth Centuries; 
nor was it made an Article of Faith, till above 
1200 Years after Chriſt in the Council of Late- 
ran. 
11. The Proofs of the Doctrine of the Church 
of England, whereby it appears that the Bread 
repreſents the Body of Jeſts Chriſt crucified, and 
: that 
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that it is the Memorial thereof ; the ſame Proofs, 
I fay, diſcover the Falſchood of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion; as you may ſee by ſome of them: 

1. The Doctrine of the Church of England, 
is agreeable to the Nature of a Sacrament. 

2. Tis agreeable to Chrif's own Explication, 
when he ſays, ſpeaking of his Body: Do this iu 
Remembrance of me. 

3. Tis agreeable to the Doctrine of the Pri- 
mitive Church for the firſt 800 Years after Chriſt, 
as ſome of the Papiſts themſelves have confeſſed. 
4. Tis agreeable to the Expreſſions uſed in the 
Paſſover to which this Sacrament anſwers ; for, 
when they ſaid : This is the Paſſover, at the eat- 
ing of the Paſchal Lamb, every Body underſtood 
that it was the Memorial of it. 

7. There is no Abſurdity in our Doctrine, 
whereas Tranſubſtantiation, as hath been ſaid alrea- 
dy, implies a great many Abſurdities. 


Queſt. Xx. V do you think it unlawful for 
Laymen to receive the Sacrament in one Kind, or 
under one Species only? | 


Anſw. 1. Becauſe Chriſt ſaid expreſsly to his 
Diſciples, not only Take eat, but alſo when he 
took the Cup, Drink je all of it, Matth. xxvi. 27. 

2. The conſtant Practice of the univerſal 
Church for a thouſand Years rogether, is againſt 
It, 

3. It is evident that it is a Novelty : For the 
Council of Conſtance in the Year 1416. was the 
firſt that durſt yenture ſo publickly upon this 


Sacrilege, 
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Sacrilege, in depriving the Laity of the Cup in 
the Sacrament, without conſidering Chriſt's In- 
ſtitution, and the Practice of the Primitive 
Church. i 
4. The Prieſts of the Church of Rome dare 


not conſecrate the Bread without the Cup, nor 


look upon the Sacrament as perfect without it, 
nor receive the Bread without the Cup; and if 
it be a Sin in the Prieſts not to receive the Cup, 
how can it be lawful for Laymen to receive no- 
thing but Bread? J i + mol 24 

Fg. All the Eaſfern Churches to this very Day 
give the Sacrament in both Kinds to the Laity, 
and they think it unlawful to do otherwile. 

6. However the Church of Rome is now a- 
gainſt Laymens receiving the Sacrament in both 
Kinds, Pope Gelaſius who lived about o Years 
after Chriſt, as ſoon as he heard that ſome of the 
Laity did receive the Sacrament under one Kind 
only; he gave this Order: Let the People either 
receive the Sacrament under both Kinds, or forbid 
them the one as well as the other. | | 

7. To ſay that they receive Chriſt whole and 
entire under one ſingle Species, is nothing to 
the Purpoſe. For, beſides the Inſtitution of the 
Sacrament is againſt them, how can they receive 
Chriſt whole and entire under one ſingle Species, 
when they make of this Sacrament a Sacrifice, 
where the Blood mull be ſeparated from the Bo- 
dy, or elſe it is not conſidered as ſhed ; nor can 
there be any Sacrifice without ſhedding of the 
Blood: But how can they receive the whole 
Sacrament in one Kind, when by their _ 

on- 
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Confeſiion, the Sacrament has two diſtinct 
Parts? | 

8. In taking the Sacrament in one Kind on- 
ly, you take away the Significancy of the Sacra- 
ment : For it is the Image or Repreſentation of 
the Lord's Death; and can his Death be repre- 
ſented, without repreſenting the Separation of 
the Fleſh and Blood, and how can they com- 
memorate this Separation, without receiving 
them ſeparately ? 


Queſt. XI. Vn do you not believe a Purga- 


tory ? 


Anſw. 1. Becauſe the Word of God mentions 
only two Places, or two States wherein Men enter 
after Death, either Heaven or Hell, without ta- 
king any Notice of Purgatory, 

2. The Souls, which, they pretend are ſent 
into Purgatory, are both good Men and true Be- 
lievers, that is, they are in Chriſt Jeſus ; but if 
there is no Condemnation to them that are in Chrifl 
Jeſus, as St. Paul affirms, Rom. viii. 1. how can 
there be a Purgatory ? 

3. The Holy Ghoſt tells us, that good Men, 
immediately after their Death, reſt from their 
Labours : But how can it be ſaid that they reſt 
from their Labours, while they labour under 
Pain and Torments ? 

4. This Doctrine is injurious to Chriſt's Satiſ- 
faction and Merits ; for it * that they do 
not procure an entire Remiſſion of Sin and its 
Guilt, to thoſe that belong to Him. 


5. They 
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5. They ſay that only the Venial Sins are pu- 


niſhed in Purgatory; and is it rational that God 


mould forgive the greater Sins, and remit the 
Punihment due to them; and yet puniſh with 
inexpreſſible Torments all Venial Sins, which as 
they themſelves confeſs, do not interrupt the 
State of Grace ? | 
6. This Doctrine is a mere Innovation, and 
the Church of Rome never made it an Article of 
Faith till the time of the Council of Trent. 
7. The People of the Church of Rome have 
been Jed into this Doctrine by Tales and Legends 
or Monkiſh Stories, and if it be well conſidered 
what a vaſt Profit it brings into their Church, 
we cannot but juſtly ſuſpect it as a Doctrine of 
human Invention. e | 
S. The Primitive Church did not believe a 
Purgatory ; and all the Fire the Fathers talked of 
was the Fire of Judgment, (that Fire which is 
never to be quenched,) or the Puniſhment of 
the damn'd. ot 1 | 
9. The Greek Church has not to this Day re- 
ceived it from the Church of Rome, | 
10. Though the Primitive Church did pray 
for the dead, yet it was not for Souis that were 
in Torments; but for fuch Souls as are in a State 
of Refreſhment and Felicity, that God wou'd 
ſhew them Mercy in the laſt Day, that he wou'd 
haſten their happy Reſurrection, and pronounce 
a favourable Sentence upon them. 


= 


Queſt. XII. by do you not invocate, or wor- 
ſoip the Virgin Mary and the Saints departed ? 
Anſw, 1, Be- 
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Anſw. 1. Becauſe the Word of God is direct- 
ly againſt ir, for we read Matth. iv. 10. Thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve. | 
2. It is a great Abſurdity to worſhip either 
Men or Women who are not preſent to receive 


our Worſhip, or of whom we can never be ſure 


that they hear us. 

3. Prayers are a ſpiritual Sacrifice, and there- 
fore they mult be offered to God only: And if 
an external Sacrifice offered to Creatures be Ido- 


latry, as the Romans themſelves confeſs it, it muſt 


needs be a greater Idolatry to offer a ſpiritual Sa- 
crifice, becauſe this is undoubtedly more noble 


and of greater Conſequence than the other. 


4. There is no Example of the Invocation of 


Saints in the manner the Church of Rome now 


preſcribes, for more than 600 Years after the 


coming of Chriſt. 


7. We have an expreſs Order to addreſs our 


ſelves to God directly in our Prayers, in the 


Name of our only Mediator Fe/us Chriſt, Pfal. L. 


q 15. Call upon me in the Day of trouble, ſays the 
> moſt High, Iwill deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 
2 rifie me. and 1 Tim. ii. y. it is laid, There is one God, 


and one Mediator between God and Men, the Man 


4 Chrift Feſus. And if we pray to the Saints de- 


parted to intercede for us, we do that which 
God forbids us in his W ord. 

6. God is diſhonoured if we beg that of Saints 
which God only can give; for it is to aſcribe 
to them Divine Power, and this appears by their 
Prayer in the Office of the Virgin Mary Mo- 
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ther. of Mercy, protect us from the Enemy, and re- 
ceive us in the Hour of Death. In the Manuel 
Printed in London, 1730. pag. 17. they addreſs 
the Virgin Mary in theſe. Words: O Holy Mo- 
ther of God, help my Frailty and Weakneſs, aſſiſt 
me this Day in all my Calamities, Temptations and 
Dangers ; but eſpecially at the Hour of my Death 
vouchſafe not to depart from me, that by thy Pray- 
ers and Protection I may be ſafe in that laſt and 
dangerous Battle. 3 
T. It is a vain and frivolous Excuſe to ſay, as 
they do, that they pray only to the Saints to pray 
for them; nay, it is allo injurious to Chris Me- 
diation; becauſe 'tis to make innumerable Me- 
diators, and tacitly to accuſe of Imperfection the 
Mediation of Chriſt who is our Mediator not on- 


* 1 . 
- * 
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friendly Requeſt ; and for this we have an 10 7 
preſs 


, ({ 19 A ) 
re- preſs Command, but to pray to Saints we are 
wel no where commanded in Scripture. | 


| Queſt. XIII. Why do you not worſhip or vene- 
ie rate the Reliques of deparied Saints? | 


b | Anſw. 1. Becauſe I ought not to pay a religi- 
ay- 3 ous Worſhip to the Saints departed; and cante- 


and quently much leſs to their Reliques. 
5 2. There is neither a Command, nor an Ex- 
= ample in Scripture for ſuch a Practice. | 
| 3. It is an -Innovation, for the Trade of Re- 


liques was not heard of till about 400 Years af- 
ter Chriſt ; and rho' about that time ſome Men 
began to grow fond of Reliques; yet no ſuch 
2 Worſhip, as is now paid them in the Church of 
Name, was then, or in a long time after, fo much 
as thought of. 

4. We read indeed, that devout Men carryed 
the Body of St. Stephen, to his Burial ; but we 
do not read that any of his Reliques were kept. 
F. Some of the wiſer fort of Papiſts confels 
2 themſelves, that there are great Cheats in Re- 
2 lhiques, and that often Bones of Thieves and Mu: - 
therers, are honourcd and worthipped, for the 
true Reliques of Saints. | 
rth, 6. The pretended Miracles wrought by theſe 
we Reliques, have often been found to be either the 
we Deluſions of the Devil, or meer Cheats and Im- 
hear poſtures of deſigning Men. | 
7. By this ſuperſtitious Veneration of Reliques, 
of a Mens Minds are diverted from that rational and 
ex- ſpiritual Worſhip: the Goſpel requires. 
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8. Experience plainly ſnews that the People 
in the Church of Rome put a ſuperſtitious Con- 
fidence in Reliques, as if there was an extraor- 
dinary Virtue in them. | 


Queſt, XIV. hy may not the Images of God, 
of Chriſt, of the Virgin Mary and of other Saints, 
be venerated or worſhipped ® 


Anſw, 1. Becauſe God cannot be repreſented 
by any Figure or Image, and upon that Account 
he warns us not to preſume to undertake it. 
Take ye therefore good heed unto your ſelves ( for ye 


ſaw no manner of Similitude on the Day that tbe 
Lord ſpake unto you in Horeb, out of the midſt * 
of the Fire) left ye corrupt your ſelves and make you 


a graven Image, the Similitude of any Figure the 
Likeneſs of Male or Female, Deut. iv, 15, 16. and 
Lai. XL. 18. it is ſaid: To whom then will ye liken 


God? Or what Likeneſs will ye compare unto him? = 
Bur if God cannot be repreſented, he cannot be 


worſhipped by Images. 

2. Becauſe all ſuch Worſhip and Veneration is 
peremptorily forbid in the Second Command- 
ment, and under very ſevere Penalties z as well as 
the making of Images. 

3. Becauſe to worſhip even the true God by 
an Image, is ſo far from being lawful, that it is 
called /dolatry, as it is evident from the Example 
of the Iſraelites who worſhipped the true God 
under the Figure of the Golden Calf. Neither 
be je Lolaters as were ſome of them; as it is writ- 
ren, The People ſat down to eat and drink, and roſ* 
up to play, 1 Cor. x. 7. fn 4. Be- 
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rod, 


ed 


r ye 


the © 
2 down before them, as worſhipping the Image 
it ſelf, Jai. xliv. 17. Jerem. xi. 26, 27. 

8. Becauſe the Heathens made uſe of the ſame 
Arguments the Church of Rome employs, to 
excuſe the Worſhipping of Images; viz. That 
they did not worſhip the Image but only the 
2 Perſon repreſented by the Image; and yet the 
= Chriſtians charged them with Idolatry: 

ion is 


nidſt 
2 yOu 
the 

and 
liken 
him? 


t be 


land- 
ell as 
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4. Becauſe the Primitive Chriſtians were ſo far 
from thinking ſuch a Worſhip lawful, that they 


would not as much as ſuffer Images to be paint- 


ed on the Walls of their Churches. 
7. Becauſe ſeveral of the firſt Councils have 


q expreſsly condemned this W orſhip. 


6. Becauſe the Carpocratians were look'd upon 
as Hereticks in the Primitive Church, for wor- 


7 ſhipping the Images of Chr and of St, Paul. 


7. Becauſe God does nor only forbid us to a- 


unt © ſcribe any Divine Virtue to Images, but he for- 
— it. 3 l 
them in a religious Manner, and whatever Mens 


bids us likewiſe to proſtrate our ſelves before 


Intentions may be, he interprets their falling 


9. Becauſe the Primitive Chriſtians had ſo great 


an Averſion to all ſuch Worſhip, that St. Epi- 
Pbanius Biſhop ot Salamine, who lived in the 
Fourth Century, tore a Veil to Pieces in a 
it is 
mple 7 
either 
writ- | 
d roſe © 
4, Be- 


Church, whereon the Image of Chriſt, or ſome 
Saint, was painted, looking upon it as ſcanda- 
lous and diſhonourable to Religion. 

10. Becauſe, tho' the ſecond Council of Nice 
eſtabliſhed the Image- Morſbip, yet the Council 
of Francfort, which followed ſoon after, con- 
demned the Superſtition of thoſe Fathers, and 


'3 charged 


charged them with deſerting the Primitivs Rule 
and Practice. 


Queſt. XV. Why do you rejeft the os of . 
dulgences and Diſpenſations which are taken out of 4 
the Treaſure of the Church? f 


Anſw. I. Becauſe they are bult upon Kölle 1 
Foundations, ſuch as Purgatory, Works of Supere- 
rogation, that is, ſuch as are above what is necel- \* 
fary, God's imperfect Forgiving of Sins, and the 
Satisfactions we are to make to the Divine Ju- 3 
ſtice, Sc. | 2 
2. Becauſe theſe Tudulgrices were not ſo much 4 


as heard of in the Primitive Church; and they $3 


are only known {ince the Popes found Means to 
traffick with them, and Men weak enough to buy 2 
—_ for M Oney. 3 
- Becauſe, tho' in the Primitive Church e- 
ry Biſhop in his own Dioceſs forgave Part of 
— Time which true Penitents were to fulfil; 
yet by ſuch a Favour they did not pretend to free 
the Penitent from the Pains of Purgatory; and © 
much leſs to apply to him the ſuperfluous'Merits 
of Saints, as is done in'theſe Prpiſh Indulpences. 
. Becauſe theſe Indulgences have no Founda- - 
tion in Scripture, as it is confeſſed by their own n 
learned Men; beſides they were introduced in 


the Church no ſooner than about 1200 Years 2 


after Chr; and it is evident that they are ſed | N 
only as a means to get Money. . 

. Becauſe theſe Indulgences are an Obſtacle to | , 
a true and perfect Repentance: F or they pretend 


that 


Tule 


es. 


cle to 
retend 
that 


unda- 
on 
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> uſed ? 
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that they can releaſe Men both from Sin and 


> Puniſhment, (at. leaſt the People are ſuffered to. 


think ſo 3) provided they do but ſay ſo many 
Prayers, or go in Pilgrimage to ſuch a Place, or 
abſtain. on certain Days from certain . Sorts. of 


1 | Meat, or give a large Sum of Money for the 
> building of a Church, or go to War h In- 
ffidels, S . | 


Queſt. XVI. V hy do you not believe * the 


1 Church of Rome is the. Catholick Charch ? -— 


Anfww. 1. Becauſe there are Multitudes of Chri- 


4 ſtiaus in different Parts of the World, which are 


not in Communion with the Church of Rome, 


2 and yet are Members of the Carbolick. Church, 
that is, of Chriſt's univerſal Church which is dif: 


perſed all the World over. 
2. Becauſe, if it may be (aid that the Church 
of Rome is the Catholick Church, we. may as 


; l well ſay, that a Part is the Whole, or that a 


Houſen is:: the whole City; or that one Mem- 


And b ber is he whole Body. 


lerits 


3. Besauſe the Primitive Chriſtians did oa take 
the Church of Rome to be the * CER 
hu 

4. Becauſe. God 1200 no where in Nie 
declaled e 

REY Bccauſe this Doctrine, viz. that the Church 
of Rome is the only Catholic Church, is a 
moſt unebaritable Poſition; ſince it damns the 
beſt Part of the Chriſtian World, 


6. Becauſe 
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6. Becauſe all Churches that do hold the an- 


tient Faith contained in the Three Creeds, and 


live accordingly, are Members of the Catholic 
Church. 


. Becauſe the Church of Rome is ſo for from 
| being the. only Catholick Church that her unwar- 


rantable Tenets and ſuperſtitious Practices make 


her, at the beſt, but an unſound Member of the 
Catholic Church. 


— 


} 


Queſt XVII. Why do you not believe that the 
Church of | Rome is the Miſireſs of all other Churches? 


Anſw. 1. Becauſe the Word of God does not 
give her ſuch an Authority. 


2. Becauſe the Superiority ſhe claims is nothing: 


but meer Uluypation, as many of our Divines 
have proved. b 
z. Becauſe both the Alan and AſriedtiChiirches 
have formerly rejected her Authority, as we are 
well informed by Hiſtoeryß. „ et 


* Becauſe the Eaſern- Church, even at this 


„ deſpiſes that Pride and Supfemacy which 
the Church of Rome- feet and arrogates 10 her 
ſe] INSTR YO CH] ; 

Becauſe the Church of ** can have ths 
Authority over the Church of Ergland in parti- 
cular; for this Church was a free Church from 
the Beginning; and whatever Oppreſſions ſhe 
hath ſuffered by the Biſhop of Nome, that does 
not alter her natural F e and fie! "Wy, * ſtill 


juſtly maintain it. 


Queſt. XVIII. 
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Queſt, XVIII. Doth the Church of Rome dif- 


fer from! the Church of England in any other Points? 


Anf. Tow for ſhe holds and maintains, 

1. That the publick Prayers, or the Ser- 
vice of the Church, at which all the People are 
bound to aſſiſt, may "lawfully be performed in La- 
tin, that is, in a Language which the People does 
not underſtand. 

2. That Auricular Confeſſion, or that declaring 
before the Prieſt's Ear, all our mortal Sins, with 
the Circumſtances thereof, is neceſſary to 'Salva- 
tion. 

3. That Extreme Unction is a neceſſary Sacra- 
ment. | 
4. That it is unlawful for Prieſts and Clergymen 
to marry. 

5. That the Church of Nome is infallible. 

6. That the common People ought not to read 
the Scripture in the vulgar Tongue. 

7. That the Books commonly called Apocry- 
pha, are Canonical Scripture. 

8. That the Church of England had no Pow- 


3 er to reform her ſelf. 


Queſt, XIX. Why do you think it unlawfal to 
perform publick Service in Latin, or in a Language 
which the People does not underfland ? ; 


- Anſ. 1. Becauſe St. Paul condemns ſuch Ser- 
vice, in the xiv chap, of his I Ep, to the Corinthi- 
ans, 'v. the ſth and 6th. he ſhews that it is not edi- 


fying, v. 9. he ſays that it is ſpeaking into the 
Air 
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Air, v. 11. he ſays that it is to be a Barbarian to 
the People, v. 20. he makes it a childiſh Service; 


and v. 23. he compares it to Folly and Mad- 


nels, 
2. Becauſe not only the Fewiſh, but the Primi- 


tive Church performed the whole Service in the 
vulgar Tongue. 


3, Becauſe this Practice is 0 aowarcantable; 
that the wiſer Men of the Church of Rowe: di 


approve the publick Service perform'd in an un- 
known Tongue, and begin now to tranſlate their 
Latin Prayers that the People * underſtand 
them. 

Becauſe it is: contrary to common Senſe, that 


rational Men ſhou'd not underſtand what they ay 


eſpecially in the Service of God. 

5. Becauſe, tho the People may ay their own 
Prayers during Divine Service, yet they do not 
anſwer the Eud and Deſign of — Prayers, 
which is that all ſhou'd join with the Prieſt or 
Miniſter and ſay Amen to every Prayer. 

6. The very Reaſons the Church of Rome 
gives for this their Practicæ; ' betray their Ertor 


and Guilt: For they are both weak and worldly, 


As that the Latin Tongue is more majeſtick, that 
it is more convenient for the Prieſt, ſince they can 
read their Office in all Countries that the com- 
mon People have a greater Veneration for Things 
they do not n _— 
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Q. XX. What do you think of Auricular Con- 


feſſion ? 


A. The Church of England does not condemn 
thoſe that confeſs to a Miniſter ; for ſhe recom- 
mends both a publick and private Confeſſion, eſ- 

cially to Almighty God, and to an able and pious 

ivine in caſe their Conſcience be burthened, 
particularly upon a Sick-bed, and before receiv- 
ing of the Sacrament z but we dare not ſay, as 
they do in the Church of Rome, that a Man can- 
not be pardoned or ſaved, except he confeſſes to 
a Prieſt all his mortal Sins with their Circumſtan- 
ces. And that for the following Reaſons, | 
I. Becauſe there is nothing in the Word of 
God, that makes the Neglect of ſuch a Confeſ- 
ſion damnable. | | 

2. Becauſe Holy Scripture informs us, that 
God forgives Sins upon a true and ſincere Contriti- 
on, but we are no where told that the Confeſſion 
to a Prieſt, ought always to attend ſuch a Con- 
trition. 

3. Becauſe the Confeſſion which was uſed in 
the Primitive Church, was that which ſcandalous 
Sinners made publickly before the Congregation, 
and therefore is not the ſame with the Confeſſi- 
on which is now practiſed in the Church of 
Rome. e Ip 

4. Becauſe the Church of Rome makes this 
Confeſſion a Sacrament, or the principal Part of 


the Sacrament of Penance ; and that it cannot be 


a Chriſtian Sacrament, while Chrift has not inſti- 
tuted it as ſuch, 
5. Be- 
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7. Becauſe about ſix hundred Vears ago, this 
Confeſſion was not thought neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, not even in the Church of Rome; and there 
is ſince no Revelation to make it ſo 

6. The Words which we read John xx. v. 23. 
A hoſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them, and whoſoever Sins Je retain, they are retain- 
ed. Theſe Words, I ſay, upon which they pretend 
to ground the Neceſſity of this Conteſſion, im- 
port no ſuch thing, nor is the Word Confeſſion 
as much as mentioned there: The Words of 
St. James, Chap, v. ver. 16. Confeſs your Faults 
one to another, either proves not the Confeſſion 
made to Prieſts, or it proves that they ought to 
confeſs to the People, as wel as the People con- 
feſs unto them. 

7. This Confeſſon, as it is mand in the 
Church of Rome, is nothing but a mere Forma- 
lity, and does not ſtop the Courſe of Sin; but 
may rather be an Inducement to many to Sin as 1t 
were upon a new Score; ſince they thereby clear- 
- ho. old One, and ſettled their Accounts with 


Q. XXI. V do you not believe Extreme Un- 
Gion to be @ Facrament neceſſqry to Salvation? 


A. 1. It cannot be ſuch a Sacrament, becauſe 
it wants Chriſt's Inſtitution- The Words in St. 
Mark vi. v.13, they anointed with Oil many that 
ere Sick and healed them, do not imply the Inſti- 
tution of this pretended Sacrament, but rather a 
Command 70 heal the Sick by a Miracle. 

2, Anoint- 
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2. Anointing the Sick, was one of the mira- - 


culous Gifts in the Days of the Apoſtles; and 
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therefore ought not to be continued after the Mi- 
racles are ceaſed, and the Goſpel is ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed in the World. : 

177 The Unction uſed in the Church of Nome 
differs very much from that which the Apoſtles 
uſed, and the anointing with Oil St. James ſpeaks 
of, chap. v. ver. 14, if. 1s any ſick among you ? 
let him call for the Elders of the Church, and lot 
them pray over him, anointing him with Oil, in the 
Name of the Lord; and the Prayer of Faith ſoall 
ſave the Sick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up, and 
if he have committed Sins, they ſhall be forgiven 
him. For, 

1, The Unction the Church of Rome uſes, has 
no miraculous Effects, as had that which the Apo- 
ſtles made uſe of. 

2. The Apoſtles anointed ſick Perſons, that 
they might recover, and live; but in the Church 
of Rome they anoint dying Perlons paſt all hopes 
of Recovery, that they may depart this Life, or 
die in peace. 

3. There is no Sign in Scripture that the A 
ſtles uſed ſuch Ceremonies, which the Prieſts of 
the Church of Rome make uſe of in their Unction; 
when they anoint the Eyes, and Ears, and Noſe, 
_ Mouth, and Hands, and Feet, and Reins, 

7 | 

4. They pretend that a ſpiritual Grace is con- 
ferred by means of this Unction, whereas St, James 
in the Place juſt mentioned afcribes the ſaving 
of the ſick Perſon to the Prayer of Faith, and 

f nod 


.C 30 '9. 
not to the anointing, which was only uſed as a 
Sign of his Recovery, but not as a means, 

5. If it is fit, as they pretend, that there ſhould 
be a Sacrament for dying Men, we may juſtly 
pretend that the Lord's Supper is a Sacrament ſuf- 
ficiently comfortable for ſuch Perſons, even with- 
out the Extreme Unction. 


Queſt XXII. Why do you think the Church of 
Rome in the HYrong for probibiting Prieſts and Cler- 
Omen to marry? 


Anſ. 1. Becauſe St. Paul expreſſly permits all 
Biſhops and other Clergymen to marry. 1. Tim. © 
11, v. 2. A Biſhop muſs be blameleſs, the Husband of 
one Wife. Tit. I. v. 6. J 

2. The fame Apoſtle faith to all Men: in general, 
It is better to marry than to burn, 1 Cor. vil. v. 9. 

3. The ſame Apoſtle calls, the forbidding to 
marry, a Doctrine of Devils. 1 Tim. iv. v. 1. 
becaule it oppoſes both the Deſign and Infticurion 
of our Creator. 

4. St. Peter himſelf, who was both aPrieſt and 
an Apoſtle, nay, a Pope too if we believe the 
Church of Rome, was yet a married Man. 

5. Several of the Biſhops of the Primitive 
Church were married Men, ſuch as e, 
Cheremon, Hilary and many more. 

6. The Prieſts of the Greek Church, do notob- 
ſerve this Law of Celibacy, or a ſingle Liſe. 

7. The firſt Council of Nice approved of 
Papbnutius's Opinion, who maintained that 
Clerymen ought to be permitted to cohabit with their 
Mives. Quelt. 
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Queſt. XXIII. hy do you not believe the Church 
of Rome 70 be infallible ? 


Anſ. 1. Becauſe her Infallibility is only a vain 
Pretence, which is neither founded in Scripture, 
nor in Reaſon, nor in Antiquity. 

2. She hath actually, and very groflly erred, 
both in the Doctrine and Word of God. 

God has no where promiſed to make any one 
particular Church infallible, 

4. They are not as yet agreed among themſelves, 
where this pretended Infallibility is lodged ; whe- 
ther in the Pope, or in a General Council, or in 
the diffuſive Body of all Chriſtians, 

7. The Pretence of Infallibility in the Church 
of Rome is nothing but a Device to uphold their 
temporal Power and Grandeur, 

6. Both their Popes and their General Councils 
have openly and notoriouſly contradicted one ano- 
ther, and therefore they have loſt their pretende d 
Infallibility on both Sides. 

7. We do not admit their pretence for the Ne- 
ceſſity of an infallible Judge to decide all Contro- 
verſies. 

1. Becauſe Controverſies may be decided with- 
out an infallible Judge, as it was the Practice of 
the primitive Church, when Bithops, meeting 
in Council, argued and determined Controverſies 
pint Hereticks, merely out of the Word of 

0 

2. There is a more effectual way of determining 
Controverſics without an infallible Judge, and that 
is a meek, and humble, peaceable, . — 

em- 


* 


Temper, and if ſuch a Temper can put an End 


to Controverſies, there is no Neceſſity for ſuch a 
Judge. | 
z. We do not find, that even while there were 
infallible Judges upon Earth, ſuch as Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles, all Controverſies ceaſed, or that their 
Preſence and Authority, was able to put a ſtop to 
all Diſputes: For there were both Schiſms and 


Hereſies in their Days, and it could not well be 


helped as St. Paul ſays: 1 Cor. xi. v. 19. And if 


even an infallible Judge cannot rid the World of 


Controverſies, why 

fary to ſuch a Purpole ? 
4. But ſuppoſe an infallible Judge were neceſ- 

fary, why muſt this Judge be neceſſarily in the 


ou'd he be thought neceſ- 


Church of Rome? why may he not be as well 


in any other Chriſtian Church ? 

5. Tho' the Church of Rome pretends to have 
this infallible Judge, they cannot put an end to all 
the Quarrels and Controverſies that are among 
themſelves, 


Queſt. XXIV. Why do you find Fault with 
the Church of Rowe, for nor ſuffering the com- 
mon People to read the Bible? | 


Auſ. 1. Becauſe ſuch a Practice is contrary to 


Chriſt's Commandment, who orders every one di- 


ligently to enquire, or zo ſearch the Scripture, John 


v. ver. 39. 

2, Becauſe the Church of Rome forbids, what 
the, Apoſtles allow and approve of; as we ſee in 
the Example of the Bereans who are commended 
for 
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for reading and comparing the Scriptures. As 


xvii, v. 11. Theſe (of Berea) were more noble than 
thoſe in Theſſalonica, in that they received the Mord 
with all readineſs of Mind, and ſearched the $ crip- 
tures daily whether thoſe Things were ſo. | 

3. Their Prohibition is contrary to the Practice 
of the primitive Church, when the Fathers ear- 


belly cxhorted the People to an afſiduous and di- 


ligent reading of the Scriptures, 5 

4. It does not agree with St. Paul's Counſel and 
Exhortation, I charge you by the Lord that this E- 
piſtle be read unto all the holy Brethren, that is, all 
Chriſtians, 1 Te /. v. ver. 27. 

5. If it was incumbent on the Jews to have the 
Law in their Houſes, and to read and teach it to 
their Children, (Deut. vi. v. 7.) it is much more 
the Duty of Chriſtians to read and peruſe the Goſ- 


pel, ſince they live under a more gracious Oeco- 


nomy. | 
6. If it be pretended that the Scriptures are ob- 


ſcure, and that the reading thereof is forbidden in 


order to prevent Hereſies; we anſwer, that the 
Seriptures are not ſo obſcure in things neceſſary to 


{of Station, but that they may well be underſtood 


by the Laity; and as to the plea of preventing 


Hereſies, it is no more than a Pretence, but no. 


Argument, ſince they might as well forbid People 
to eat and drink, for fear they ſhou'd: abuſe God's 


{ Creatures, or their Liberty. 


Queſt, XXV. hy do you believe that the Books 
commonly printed and bound up with the Bible, called 
Apocrypha are not a part of the Canonical Scriptures ? 
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Avſ. 1. Becauſe the Oracles of God were delivered 
to the Jews, as St. Paul ſays, Rom. iii. v. 2. but 
theſe Books were not delivered as ſuch or in the 


lame manner. 
2. The Apocrypha Books were not written by 
Men inſpired, as all Canonical Scripture muſt be. 


2 Tim. iii. v. 16. 
3. The primitive Church received from the 


Jews no more Canonical Books, than what the 


Froteſtants own. 
4. Some of the Authors of the Books called A. 


pocrypha excuſe themſelves, and beg the Readers 
Pardon for their miſtakes, which is and cannot be 
the Stile of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Maccab. xv. v. 38. 
you will find the ſame in the * to Jeſus the 


Son of Hrach. 
5. In the antient Liſt or Catalogue of the Ca- 


nonical Books, particularly that of the Council of 


Laodicea held in the Year 364 theſe e 
Books are not to be found. - 

6. We grant that theſe were read in the primi- 
tive Church, but it was in order to inſtru them 
in point of Morals, and they did then no more 


ground their Faith upon them than we do now. 


Some learned Men of the Communion of 
the Church of Rome, do not believe them to be 
Canonical. 


Queſt. XXVI. V do you Blame the Church of 
© Rome for aſſerting that the Church of England, 


which was once a Member of ber Communion, had no 


Power to reform her ſelf ? 
Anſ. 1. Becauſe every Church hath a natural 


Right to ſhake off the Abules and Corruptions 
which 
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which arc contrary to the Word of G O D. 

2. God warns all private Men, not to ſuffer 
themſelves 7o be deluded by the ſlight of Men, and 
cunning craftineſs whereby they lie in wait to deceive z 
and therefore every National Church is much 
more obliged to take God's Warning. 

3. It is the proper Office of the Biſhops of 
every National Church, to watch every Error and 
Corruption, and to oppole them with prudence 
and courage. | 

4. There was no hopes of ſeeing any Abuſes re- 
formed by the Biſhops and Court of Rome, who 
dreaded nothing more than ſuch a Reformation. 

7. As the Reformation begun with throwing 
off the Pope's Power, it cannot be ſaid that we 
then threw off our Obedience to a lawful Sove- 
reign, but only that we refuſed to he any longer 
ſubje& to an Ulurper. 

6 This Reformation was not without Prece- 
dents in former Ages; ſince the Orthodox Chur- 
ches re-eſtabliſhed the Faith of the Nicene Council, 
which the Arian Councils had laid aſide and abo- 
liſhed. | 

7. By our Reformation we have not ſet up a 
new Religion, but only reſtored the primitive 
Faith as it was delivered to the Saints; we did 
not build a new Houſe from the Ground, bur 
we have removed the Dirt and Rubbiſh which 


made it incommodious and unwholelome, and dan- 


gerous. 
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In Page 4. Line 8. for Pius the XIth, read Pius the IVth. 


